SYNOPSIS Ninety commercially supplied sera for the capsular typing of Klebsiella species were tested in a full chequerboard against 72 type strains. Only four of 144 homologous reactions could not be detected. Of the 6336 possible heterologous reactions, 91 actual cross reactions were found. All positive reactions were titrated and working dilutions deduced. This provides essential information for the successful typing of unknown strains with these sera.
and Fife (1955) emphasized the importance of fully evaluating the cross reactions and titres of any new set of klebsiella typing sera.
Accordingly, each of the 18 pooled and 72 specific Difco antisera was tested against 72 klebsiella capsular type strains to determine cross reactions, titres, and appropriate working dilutions.
Materials and Methods
The detailed methods for culture, suspension, and demonstration of positive quellung reactions are described elsewhere (Casewell, 1972 (2) 31 (64) 60 (4) 32 (16) 33 (16) 11 (2) (Orskov, 1955a (Orskov, , 1955b Edwards and Fife, 1955 
